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PASTOR’S MESSAGE: Are we being People Repellent?
Dear Sunset Community friends, we have arrived at the Christmas season. Children laughing, color lights everywhere and Christmas music in every corner. As we prepare to celebrate the birthday of Jesus I want to share with you something that has been in my mind and heart these days. Are we –without realizing it, or without being aware- being a people repellent? What do I mean by ‘repellent’? I mean that when people come to our worship services or our events, they come once, twice or a few times then never come back. I want to ponder with you; what kind of experience are we giving them that they don’t want to come back? I have tried to listen to their feedback and many of them choose not to tell me anything, perhaps because they don’t want to hurt our feelings. But my point is that if we don’t become aware of the things that are running people away, like the repellent scaring the mosquitoes away, we are going not going to grow. So here are some things a few visitors have told me and some of my own reflections:
1. Negative People: “The negativity of many people outweighs the joys of the few”. This was one of comments I have heard more than once. Why are we negative? What are the causes? People, for goodness sake, let us wake up and let our negativity be a thing of the past. When you go to a party or an event, do you like a negative and pessimistic environment? I don’t, so, that is something we have to change.
2. Music: This is a tough one, because everyone has a different taste of music. Some like classical, some like the organ, some like hymns, some like more up-beat music, some like loud and cheerful music, some like a quiet soothing sound. Well, my vision is that we have music of celebrations and joy. Some describe our worship music as ‘dead, boring and funeral music’. Is that feedback hard to hear? yes. But unless we put more instruments, more singers and more inspiration in our singing during worship, it might be a people repellent.
3. 3.The accent of the Pastor: “It is hard to understand you accent”. Let me be honest, it might be a repellent for some people. But believe me I am trying to reduce my accent by watching YouTube videos and tutorials over the internet. Yes, it is hard to say words such as “World War” “Birthday”, but please get to know me and hear my heart more than my words and you will realize that I am a sweet guy (
4.The Generational Dilemma: Older people want to be in a more soothing and quite space with other older caregivers. Younger people want changes, more energy, and more activities. Children want to play and run around the sanctuary yelling and crawling under the pews. I often wonder how my 7 and 5 year old kids feel with some 70-80 year old people who complain about their energy. More than once, after a meeting where people were tense or mean, I had to go home and just hug my kids, they hugged me back and kissed me. Why can’t we be more hugging and more sweet at Church? Why do we have to be so formal and so stiff and serious? Especially in this Christmas Season, let us smile more and hug each other more. Worried about making someone uncomfortable? Simple, ask permission before you hug or kiss.

4. Hispanic/Anglo/Caribean, Asian: Some people see this reality as a problem in South Florida. I have heard comments such as, “I don’t speak Spanish, why can’t they learn English?” “Agh, so many people from different countries, send them back home”. I see it as an opportunity to grow as a human being. How do you feel when you interact with people from other cultures? Do you have prejudices against them? Do you have assumptions? If your answer is yes, then you have to ask forgiveness from God and embrace the great sides of other cultures. For example, I am Peruvian and I love a good Mexican taco or good Japanese fried rice. I love the Hawaiian dance. Have I lost my Peruvian identity? By no means! Even better I live the best of all worlds and it is so much fun! As a church, unless we become more open minded and embrace more all ages and all cultures, we will continue being people repellent. God, in this Christmas season help us be more optimistic, more joyful and more welcoming. Amen.  Merry Christmas my friends and next time you see me please give me a hug. 
Rev. Noe Juarez
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December Birthdays/Cumpleaños
  5th Laura Barb

12th John Willing Jr.

20th Sara Tua

20th Juan Carde
22nd Aura Davadi

31st William Vergel
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IN OUR PRAYERS:
Jo Noe, is in rehab after a successful stomach surgery. Cards can be sent to: 3261 NW 64 St, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309-1657
Michael LaScala is also recovering in a timely manner after a medical procedure. Cards can be sent to: 300 NE 26 Dr. Wilton Manors, FL 33334
Ron Tilley, who had a very successful knee replacement and is recovering in a timely manner.
8708 SW 15 Street. Davie, FL 33324

Tel. 954-475-8255

Emma Fernandez is in rehab as she recovers from a fracture in her foot. 

3789 SW 16 Court, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312
Cell: 954-383-3882
Mr. Charlie Haessig

3200 Osbourne Road Chester, VA 23831-1946

Mr. Ted Paulsson          

Rose Hill Assisted Living

1150 Washington Blvd.   Robbinsville, NJ 08691
Mrs. Ellen Pero

8500 W Sunrise Blvd. #104 Plantation, FL 33322

Mr. & Mrs. Guy Davenport

Covenant Village / 9201 West Broward Boulevard 

Apartment C-100 / Plantation, FL. 33324

Mr. & Mrs Donald (Mary) Rigg

9241 W. Broward Bl. #3501 Plantation, FL 33324

Mrs. Mildred Stevens

5761 SW 8 St Plantation, FL 33317

Mrs. Jo Noe

3261 NW 64Th Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33309-1657
  Check the weekly bulletin for a complete listing of those in need of our prayers.
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Floral Promotions on State Road 7 provide the beautiful flowers for our Worship Services and we are truly grateful.  The flowers serve two services and then taken to cheer up someone that could not attend worship.  Remember Floral Promotions for your floral needs.  E-mail for ordering is: flowerpaul@gmail.com. Thank you Flordal
(
Labels for Education

CAMBELLS SOUP LABELS!!!

  The program is still on-going.  Collect just UPC's instead of front labels. 
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We are still saving the “Pop Tops” from soda, soup, etc. cans.   These go to the Ronald McDonald House and they are very grateful for them!

(
Bring your old Dining room and small chairs back to life with fresh upholstering.  Call Lolly (954) 529-4987 or email beulwe@aol.com   
Thank you……..  Lolly!

(
SUNWARD INFO

All contributions for the newsletter need to be received prior to the 20th of each month:

Ron Tilley (954) 475-8255

pattilley87@comcast.net 

Laurie Juarez (954) 999-5558

noeylaurie@gmail.com
(
Have you checked our Website recently??

Abel Gomez has been making changes constantly and recently added some new photos of the Sunset family in action.   Check it out; you could be on the internet!  

New web address:

www.sunsetpc.org 
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 by Laurie Juarez
“Luke 2:10-14”

I have been struggling with this since my first little monkey was born.  For some Christians, this poses a dilemma - me included.  As someone who wants my child to know what Christmas is really about, bringing up Santa is hard...because he can overshadow Jesus in a blink of an eye.  So, what to do?  My opinion follows and I'd love to hear yours...but please don't disparage anyone else's opinion :)

I never brought up Santa in front of my kids when they were little.  My little boy (the oldest) heard about Santa for the first time when he was in his Christian 3 year old prek class.  He didn't really seem to care. The teacher even went as far as to send a little letter to each child from Santa, which was a very sweet letter and I should've been happy with it...but I wasn't.  And I didn't even read it to my child.  Why?  Good question.  I think it was because I didn't want him to get excited about Santa and create an atmosphere of anticipation of him coming...why? Well, because I wanted him to have that attitude about Jesus.  Maybe that's asking too much, but that's what I wanted (and still want). 

I have a Christian friend who is also a mother of young children and she made a good point.  Children hear a lot about Santa and Jesus at Christmas - both are abstract and live somewhere abstract.  We can't see them - except in pictures - you pray to one, write letters to the other.  To children, the two aren't very different...so when they eventually find out that Santa isn't real...where does that leave Jesus?  Will He seem less real as well?  Possibly - He'll seem more as a mythical, magical type character than someone who actually lived and died for us.  I don't want that.

35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.' "
Acts 20:35  
I realize Santa is a harmless, fictional character that creates magic in the lives of children and makes Christmas eve and Christmas morning so amazing.  I just wish we could create that type of amazement with just Jesus.  Doesn't that sound sad?  Just Jesus.  Like Jesus isn't enough?  Jesus is more than enough - and we have to figure out how to make it that way.  I'm not saying do away with gifts :)  The Bible tells us over and over to give to others, we use the mantra at Christmas - "It's better to give than to receive".  It's a wonderful concept to teach children - to use the whole season as a teaching tool of how to give to others...including those less fortunate, hurting and sad. Matthew 25:37-40
I don't want to do away with gifts and living in Peru helped me see that as well.  Christmas, for my husband growing up in Peru, was church and family.  They spend Christmas eve at the church with their families and at midnight have paneton and hot chocolate.  They also have a big meal for Noche buena (Christmas Eve).  Its a beautiful tradition.  On Christmas day, they just hang out - no gifts, no big meals - just time together.  And...no stress ;)  I like the idea, but I think part of Christmas is helping those that are less fortunate and giving to others to show your love for them.  That doesn't mean buying expensive things - you can even make stuff, create a card, draw a picture...whatever.  Just something to show you care.  But I think we can overdo it.  I know I have... 

One positive of the Peruvian tradition is that there is no confusion of what Christmas is all about.  For us to do that here, we are going to have to work harder and be more creative.  I don't stress Santa, I don't bring him up, I don't label any gifts from Santa, we don't write letters to Santa and I have never told my children that he exists.  We've never even visited him in the mall.  They have asked about his existence - and I always throw it back to them - "What do you think?"  In contrast, I've also never told them that he doesn't exist...why?  I don't know.  I guess I like the magic a little as well...or maybe I don't want my kids to be the ones to tell all the other kids that he doesn't exist!  I would feel horrible.  I simply just don't bring him up.

[image: image6.jpg]www.spirit21.co.uk

Why can't my birthday be about me? .
That's my wish Santa. Is that too much to ask?





So how can we make sure that Jesus is the center of this month and not Santa?  A few ideas that we do and/or I have seen done or things I would like to do...

--make your advent calendar religious - advent calendars are awesome.  It creates an air of anticipation that we all enjoy.  Just make it religious.  I have one from when I was little and each day is another animal or person or thing from the manger scene.  It sparks a conversation of where and how Jesus was born.

--limit your presents-  if you don't want Christmas to be all about Santa and gifts, then don't overdo it.  One thing I heard and have stuck with is - you get three gifts on Christmas just like baby Jesus.  Since I don't label any gifts (I just put their names on the gifts, I don't even put a "from") they literally have just 3 gifts.  Think that sounds like plenty? - you'd be surprised :)  It's so hard to not go over that.  I do give them stockings but have vowed to not put anything in them this year that either won't be eaten or played with later on.

--Find a nice child friendly advent devotional.  Our family does a devotional every morning before we all head our separate ways - we do it over breakfast.  It's not always meaningful, sometimes it's rather quick, but it's done every morning and I love that the children will call us on it if we forget :)  I found a free app on my iphone that is an advent calendar and each day has a short bible story (with pictures).  We did it today for the first time and it was pretty neat.  It was about the prophet Isaiah and how he told everyone about Jesus coming.

--Make sure and take advantage of any activities for children at your church - you know those are Jesus centered :)

--There is a neat tradition circling pinterest to wrap 25 christmas books and let the children open one per day until Christmas.  We did this last year and the kids really liked it - and today they were very excited to unwrap the first one :)  But I try and make sure that every other night (or at least every third night) the book is about Jesus or at least something that alludes to the true meaning of Christmas. 

--Get involved in an organization or church activity that feeds or clothes the homeless or sick, goes caroling at a nursing home, buys gifts for kids in need (just make sure it's legit), rings the salvation army bell (so fun with kids :) or takes homemade gifts to shut ins or people/children in the hospital (like advent angels).  Looking for something on Christmas Day?  Our church has a few volunteers that want to cook Christmas breakfast for the homeless in the area and people who may be alone this Christmas.  They would love help!  Just make sure and talk to your children about why...why are we helping people?  Why is this important?  What does Jesus say about helping others? etc

-- Go to or participate in a Live Nativity (shouldn't be any Santa's there ;)  Sometimes churches even tell the story while you watch. 

--If your church has a Christmas program, then make sure your child has a part!

--Don't just watch the traditional Christmas movies - try some of the religious ones as well.  A few that we will be showing at our church on the big screen in the next few weeks - The Night Before Christmas - A Mouse's Tale and Hermie and Wormie's Fruitcake Christmas.  The mouse movie, if you haven't seen it, is about two mice who climb a Christmas tree to find out what Christmas is - some answers they get on their journey - singing, food, dancing, presents - but, to my surprise, the angel at the top directs them to the manger scene while she sings Silent Night.  Very nice.  Hermie and Wormie are a creation of Max Lucado and those are all very cute :)  Of course, I can't leave off Charlie Brown's Christmas - the best Christmas movie ever!  A national treasure...and it's religious.  Awesome :)

I'm not saying that we should do away with Santa and I'm not saying he's bad...I'm not an extremist who is anti-Santa and things Santa is "Satan" with a few letters out of place (SNL flashback :)  I just want to make sure, that in my house, Jesus is said more than Santa, that the Christmas story is read more than the Night Before Christmas and that Jesus is "real" to my children and not abstract. I don't want Jesus to be the background...I want my kids to answer the question - "What is Christmas all about?" with "Jesus' birth".  If you have more ideas on how to help me do this - I would love to hear them!!

God Bless and Merry Christmas...
Laurie

CHISTES NAVIDENOS

En la escuela Pepito presume ante sus amiguitos de saber quién inventó los preservativos.
- ¿Quién inventó los preservativos?
- Los Reyes Magos.
- No puede ser...
- Sí, mi papá me dijo que los Reyes llegaron con dádivas, regalos y con dones.

- ¿Qué es una solterona?
- Una mujer que ha pasado muchas Navidades pero ninguna Nochebuena.

Le dijo Jaimito a la madre:
Mama, si Dios nos da de comer, la cigüeña trae a los niños de Paris, y Santa Claus y los Reyes Magos nos traen los regalos... Me quieres decir entonces ¿¿ para qué sirve mi padre en esta casa ??.

Están un matrimonio de viejos, y uno dice:
- ¡Fegiz ane uego!
- Pero Raimundo, cómo que feliz año nuevo, si no es Navidad.
- ¡Fegiz ane uego!
- Pero qué dices, carcamal, si estamos en agosto.
- ¡Fegiz ane uego!
- A ver, espera que te pongo la dentadura, que no te entiendo...
- ¡¡Felisa, me muero!! 
CHRISTMAS JOKES: 
- Why does Santa have 3 gardens? 
So he can ho-ho-ho.

- Why was Santa's little helper depressed? 
Because he had low elf esteem.

What do snowmen eat for breakfast? 
Snowflakes.

What do you get when you cross an archer with a gift-wrapper? 
Ribbon hood.

Q. What do you get if you cross mistletoe and a duck? 
A. A Christmas Quacker.

Q. Where does a snowman keep his money? 
A. In a snow bank.

Q. Why do mummies like Christmas so much? 
A. Because of all the wrapping!
-Knock knock
*Who's there?
-Mary!
*Mary who?
-Merry Christmas
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SUNSET LEADERSHIP TEAM

MODERATOR: 

Rev. Noe Juarez

CLERK OF SESSION: 
Miriam Chuang

SESSION: Ruling Elders
CLASS OF 2013

Neil Carr (Int. Missions) (2)

Tom Thompson (Property (1)

William Vergel (Worship)(1)

CLASS OF 2014*
Gladys Cruz (1) (Cong. Care)

Emily Taggart (2) (Worship)

CLASS OF 2015
Rosa Sanchez (C.Ed.) (1)

Shirley Mogus (FINANCE.) (2)

Panzie Samuels (C.ED.) (2)

Victor Chuang, 

Treasurer
Anna Marson, 


Office Administration
Michael LaScala, 

Music Director
Abel Gomez, 


Music Director
Tom Thompson, 

Property Manager
Laurie Juarez, 


Dir. Children’s/CE 
ADVENT CHRISTMAS EVENTS: 
December 1st  – 3 - 4:30 – Advent Angels!  Parents, come with your child and help them make some wonderful crafts to share with those that are sick, sad or in need this Christmas.  Refreshments will be served and once you finish the four crafts you are free to leave (


December 6th – 6:30-7:30pm - Movie Time!!  Come and watch “Hermie and Wormie’s Fruitcake Christmas”!  Some snacks provided.  The first 25 families will receive the movie for free!
December 13th – 6:30-7:30 – Now Showing – The Night Before Christmas – A Mouse’s Tale!!  Some snacks provided.   A wonderful movie about the real meaning of Christmas.

December 14th – 7:00 PM – Christmas Concert, Jazz Band with St. Thomas Aquinas High School.

Sunday December 15 at 11AM. Combined Service with Christmas Cantata and Lunch. Invite your Family and Friends. 


December 20th – 6:30-7:30pm – A special worship service with LOTS of caroling and a special message for all ages to enjoy (this is a family friendly service and no nursery will be provided – ALL ages are welcome!)

December 24 at 7PM. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.

December 25: Breakfast shared by Laura and Mark Barb. Merry Christmas!

Soccer Ministry for Adults: Every Sunday at 4:00 P.M. please join us to play soccer at Sunset Park on 16 Street.  A group of 20-30 people get together.  We share a message of hope and prayer and then we play soccer. 
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GLIMPSE OF OUR GENEROSITY
November, 2013

Income
Pledges


$. 3,098.75

Loose Offerings

$.    183.48
Special Fund Raising 
$.    204.00  

Special Offerings:

Philippine Typhoon Relief
$.     774.00

Thanksgiving Offering
$        55.00
2 Cents a Meal

$.       34.00

PMMO Contribution
$.     140.00

Presbytery Assistance
$.  1,375.00
Charter School

$. 8,604.30
Nov. Total Income
$.14,468.53
November Expenses
$.15,980.76
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